
FREQUENTLY ASKED 
MAGNET QUESTIONS 
 

MAGNET PROGRAM 
When will the magnet program end?  

The magnet program has already ended in the high 

schools and will end in the middle schools at the end of 

the 2016-2017 school year. The magnet program will 

remain in the elementary schools with the exception of 

Southwood Academy of the Arts. 

Why is the magnet program ending in the middle and 
high schools? 

After a careful review of the magnet program, it was 

revealed that the vast majority of students attending 

the magnet schools across the district were attending 

primarily for convenience, and the specialized 

curriculum was secondary in many cases. Due to budget 

constraints, new teachers could not be added to schools 

to accommodate varying degrees of magnet request. 

Over time, there were fewer and fewer magnet slots in 

the schools.  It was cost prohibitive and instructionally 

unsound to continue hiring new personnel and shifting 

existing personnel.  

Will the magnet program continue in the elementary 
schools and Southwood Academy of the Arts? 

Yes, it is the intention of the district to continue the 

magnet program in the elementary schools and 

Southwood Academy of the Arts. The district will 

continue to monitor the program on an annual basis.  

CURRENT MAGNET STUDENTS 
If my child is a current elementary or middle school 
magnet student, will he or she be able to finish in that 
current school? 

Yes, current elementary and middle school magnet 

students will be allowed to finish in their current 

schools. At the end of fifth grade, all elementary 

students will be required to attend the middle school of 

their attendance zone or have the option to apply to 

Southwood Academy of the Arts; at the end of eighth 

grade, all middle school students will be required to 

attend the high school of their attendance zone.  

If my child is a current high school magnet student, will 
he or she be able to finish in that current school? 

There are only a few eleventh grade students in the 

magnet program; they will be allowed to finish in their 

current high school. 

Will current elementary and middle school magnet 
students be grandfathered into the high school magnet 
attendance zones?  

No, grandfathering students from elementary to high 

school is not an option.  

APPLYING FOR MAGNET 
Will students be required to audition at any of the 
magnet schools? 

Southwood Academy of the Arts will be the only school 

requiring students to audition for admission.   

When will the magnet process begin for the 2017-2018 
school year? 

Parents will be able to apply for magnet during the 

application window of January 3 - February 15, 2017 via 

online or paper. 

If my child is accepted into the magnet program for the 
2017-2018 school year in an elementary school, will he 
or she be allowed to remain through fifth grade?  

Yes.  At the end of fifth grade, students will then attend 

the middle school of their attendance zone or apply to 

Southwood Academy of the Arts. 

If I have a current sixth or seventh grade middle school 
magnet student, will my fifth grade elementary child 
be able to apply to that same middle school next year? 

No, the only exception to the attendance requirement 

will be rare occasions when a child receives a zone 

exception from the Office of Student Services.  All 

requests for zone exception will be handled on a case 

by case basis. 

 


